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Monday, September 15 

 
Keynote Address: Jim Conway 
 
Kick off the conference by hearing from one of the most prominent consultants on risk management for 
action and adrenaline sports.  He is one of the most experienced guides for extreme winter sports 
having developed a comprehensive risk management system for Teton Gravity Research, a sports action 
film company out of Jackson, Wyoming. Jim has also performed risk management assignments in 
Freestyle Motocross, Snowmobiling, Mountain Bike Freeriding, Kayaking, Base Jumping, and High 
Altitude Running Races (Sky Marathons).   
 
What Does the Fox Say to Sinatra? 
 
Generational differences affect how people function and relate to one another.  We live in a time where 
multiple generations, with diverse and varying work ethics, world views, and communication methods 
are sharing the workplace.  This session will discuss generational differences in order to recognize that, 
with communication, we can better understand different viewpoints and needs in order to improve 
overall work performance and environment.  Additionally, learn how to manage transitioning historical 
knowledge to the next generation of risk professionals.   
 
Point – Counterpoint: Cyber Liability – Part 2 
 
Interest in cyber insurance continues to climb.  Many organizations that have dismissed their exposures 
to such claims are not reconsidering insurance.  But is insurance really the right answer for a state 
government?  This session will present opposing viewpoints on the answer to this question:  one 
presenter favorable disposed toward the purchase of cyber insurance; and one not!  
 
Not a Fairy Tale Year for State Risk Managers 
 
We are all familiar with the beloved fairy tale “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.”  This past year was a lot 
like that story, without the happy ending.  Last September, Colorado suffered from devastating floods – 
too much water.  Due to a chemical spill, West Virginia suffered a resulting water shortage affecting 
300,000 people - too little water.  The Northeast suffered a holiday ice storm - frozen water.  When do 
we get a “just right year”?  Come hear the lessons learned from your fellow risk managers as they 
navigated these disasters.   
 
 
 
 



Co-Morbidities in the Work Place 
 
To optimize the outcomes and ensure fitness for duty, employers must give consideration to co-
morbidities like diabetes and obesity when treating work-related injuries.  This session advocates a 
holistic approach to these complex claims, including legal and health care ramifications.   
 
What Do You Say to the Naked Person Who Just Posted a Selfie on Your Agency’s Facebook Page?  
 
More state governments are utilizing social media for everything from conducting fraud investigations 
and screening job applicants, to creating web presences for themselves in social media spaces as a part 
of their outreach to citizens. But do we fully understand the risks of this brave new frontier?  Is the 
naked person engaged in protected free speech?  Is there any limit to how you can use the information 
on someone else’s Facebook? This session will focus on beneficial aspects of social media and the types 
of risk we will expose ourselves to in our dealings online.  
 
 

Tuesday, September 16 
 
 
The Rolling Stoners, or What to do with “I got stoned and I missed it” Under Cause of Loss. 
 
Two states have now made recreational marijuana use within their borders legal.  Seventeen states 
make provision for the use of medical marijuana.  Polls show growing public support for the legalization 
or decriminalization of marijuana use nationally. The feds have taken a hands-off approach to enforcing 
federal prohibitions within those states.  Learn about the growing acceptance of marijuana and how it 
will impact state risk profiles, substance abuse policies and treatment protocols for injured workers. 
 
 

Wednesday, September 17 
 
 
The Next Asbestos: Traumatic Brain Injury and Unionization of Athletes 
 
This session will review the fundamental issues associated with TBI, look at what the underlying 
concussion patterns are, understand the claim activity that may influence future litigation and learn 
about best practices to support mitigation efforts in this area.  We will also review recent approval to 
allow unionization of football players at Northwestern University and discuss potential ramifications of 
this decision.  If you have schools or universities in your program, don’t miss this session.  
  
We’re from the Government & We’re Here to Help 
 
Understanding FEMA’s insurance requirements and reporting protocols is critical for grantees seeking 
disaster recovery funding.  This session will further the discussion started by the State Member FEMA 
workgroup and will include the Sandy Recovery Improvement Act of 2013.   Learn about FEMA 
incentives for disaster preparedness and tips to help navigate the FEMA maze.   



 
So Your State has Sovereign Citizens? 
 
Your in-box is full of legal looking documents from individuals who do not believe that they are subject 
to federal, state or local laws.    These law suits, liens and public document requests from sovereign 
citizens can overburden your staff and cost valuable time and money.  Come and learn how to respond 
to this growing issue.  
 
Tell me who are you?   
 
What is the benefit of a “brand” in Risk Management?  Learn how to create a brand to use as a positive 
marketing tool to promote your organization, its ideas and key programs.  
 
Build Your Construction Bond Expertise – A Tool Box for Risk Managers 
 
This session will go beyond the basics of bid, performance and payment bonds.  We know what they are, 
but how do they really work in practice?  A surety specialist will teach us the how, when, and why – for 
example: how can you call on a bond; when should you first involve the surety; and why sureties never 
expect to have a loss.  This will prepare you to answer the questions the next time your State’s project 
manager calls. 
 
Risky Business: His, Mine or Ours? 
 
This session will highlight the risks involved when entering into “joint ventures” between public and 
private sector organizations.  State agencies often enter into these joint ventures which can be fraught 
with peril.  Understanding these types of agreements and coordinating with participating agencies is 
critical to mitigate your exposure.  
 
Reverse Roundtable 
 
Come and be our guest! It’s your turn.  For this session, State Roundtable members will answer 
questions from the audience.  We realize that many people who attend the morning roundtable session 
have questions they don’t get to ask the group as a whole.  This format will lead to a lively discussion 
while answering the questions posed to the panel.   
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